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A Message from MR LAVIN…
Happy Friday! I hope the week has been a great one for everyone! I’ve seen so 
much wonderful work this week - I am particularly proud of our Year 5 children who 
have completed some amazing Art work this week! I’ve also seen how hard our 
younger children have been working on their letter formation and sentence writing! 
A huge well done to everyone!

Sacramental Programme - Congratulations to our children who are taking part in 
the Sacramental Programme this year. On Sunday they were presented to the parish 
community; it was a wonderful celebration. The children read and sang wonderfully. 
Thank you to our families and parish for their prayers and support as our children 
move forward on their spiritual journey. 

Class Assembly - Thank you to Miss Smith’s Reception class for leading us in a 
great class assembly! We are very proud of you all. Next up is our youngest children 
- our Nursery class - Thursday 13th February at 9:05am in the school hall.

Number’s Day - Today we celebrated ‘Number’s Day’ and joined schools across 
the country in marking the day by wearing number themed clothes. It was a great 
day and children enjoyed taking part in many different themed activities. Mr Fitch 
(our Maths Lead) continues to challenge children to spend time on TimesTable 
Rockstars, or Numbots for our younger children. These basics will really help 
children in their Mathematics lessons!

Children’s Mental Health Week - Although nationally it was Children’s Mental 
Health week this week, St Stephen’s will celebrate this next week. Children will take 
part in a variety of activities to support their mental health and well-being. We will 
also mark ‘Safer Internet Day’ on Tuesday. 

On Thursday 13th February we will have our ‘Dress to Express Day’ where 
children are invited to wear their own clothes for a £1.00 donation for 
Children’s Mental Health charity.

This Sunday’s Gospel
This coming Sunday, we hear the Gospel account of Jesus calling his first followers, 
the fishermen of Galilee. Luke’s version includes the miraculous moment when the 
fishermen catch so many fish that their nets are breaking. In assembly this morning 
we talked about the awe and wonder of this moment. We also prayed together so 
that we can hear Jesus calling us personally to follow him too. Consider how you 
will spread Jesus’ messages this weekend.

A reminder that we break up for our mid-term break on Friday 14th 
February, 3:15pm and return to school on Monday 24th February 2025. 

Have a great weekend, 
Mr Lavin, Headteacher  
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Dates for your calendar - Spring 1
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New dates will be added as the 
term continues, I will highlight 

these in a different colour. 

Week Beginning 10th February 2025

Date Event

10/2/25 Children’s Mental Health Week

11/2/25 Safer Internet Day

13/2/25 Nursery Class Assembly @ 
9:05am

13/2/25 Dress to express day

14/2/25 Reception/Y6 Mass @10am

14/2/25 Half Term begins 3:15pm
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Readers of 
the Week

Nursery Holly

RLS Julianna

RNE Romie

Y1SH Victoria

Y1LB Evie

Y2JL Harper

Y2AL Freddie

Y4DS Hudson

Y4SM Emmanuella

Y5LW Noah V

Y5LS Isla

Y6GB Lacey

Y6DF Lottie

Hot Chocolate 
Friday Winner

Nursery Ella and Lennie

RLS Nova

RNE Axel-James

Y1SH Darcie

Y1LB Peyton

Y2JL Harry

Y2AL Huckleberry

Y4DS Samuel

Y4SM Jacob

Y5LW Harrison

Y5LS Lola

Y6GB Freddie

Y6DF Rosie
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Writing Star

Nursery Ruben

RLS Nellie

RNE Alfie

Y1SH Tommy

Y1LB Iremide

Y2JL Abigail

Y2AL Ivy

Y4DS Kiana

Y4SM Hollie

Y5LW Leah

Y5LS Frances

Y6GB Phoebe

Y6DF Chen

Maths Star

Nursery Betsy

RLS Ayrah

RNE Pippa

Y1SH Oreofeoluwa

Y1LB Bella

Y2JL Louie

Y2AL Keoni

Y4DS Ebony

Y4SM Charlie

Y5LW Leraya

Y5LS Fiyinfoluwa

Y6GB Lucie

Y6DF Lyla
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Religious Education 

 Mass Times: 
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm 

Sunday: 10.30am 

Mass Times  

Our Parish Priest is Father B. Wilson. We are 
thrilled to have Father C supporting our parish 
and school as Father Wilson recovers from his 

illness.
 

Class Masses will continue weekly on a Friday 
at 10am Mass. 

Prayer of the Week  

   Sacramental Programme   
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Attendance

Whole School 94% 3HB 97%

Nursery 91% 3LH 96%

RLS 97% 4DS 94%

RNE 97% 4SM 90%

Y1SH 95% 5LW 98%

Y1LB 90% 5LS 95%

Y2JL 93% 6GB 96%

Y2AL 97% 6DF 91%
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Nursery
This week in Nursery we have been busy preparing for our Class Assembly which 

will take place on Thursday 13th February in the School Hall at 9.05am- you are all 
very Welcome to attend. 

In Phonics this week, we have been recognising pictures which have the ‘c’ sound, 
we have enjoyed our rhyme of the week ‘Ring a Ring a roses’.

In Maths we have been learning about the Number 5, we have enjoyed lots of work 
on subitising, especially learning some great Subitising songs by Jack Hartman.

On Tuesday we enjoyed a lovely walk to our school allotment and forest with Mrs 
Artingstall. 

We planted some beans in the allotment and we are excited to see them grow over 
the next few weeks. We also got to say Hello to the school chickens.

We have enjoyed lots of mark making this week, talking about different modes of 
transport and drawing some fantastic aeroplanes. 

 
          Question- Where can you board an aeroplane from?

Reception

We started our week by starting our new class book called “Handa’s Surprise.” 
The story is about a girl called Handa who takes a journey from her village to 
her friends village with a surprise basket of fruit. We have thought about how 
the different characters felt throughout the story and used our emojis to help.
In maths we have been thinking about the numbers 6, 7 and 8. We can now 

find them and know different ways to represent them. 
In RE we are learning about friendships and what it means to be a good 
friend. We played some friendship games and read the story 'The Selfish 

Crocodile'.

A huge well done to Miss Smith's class for their class assembly!

Question: How was the goat feeling in our class story? Why 
do you think he was feeling like this?
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Year 1

In English this week, our focus was on using adjectives to make writing more 
exciting. Children identified adjectives in sentences before writing their own 
sentences. Children then created their own alien to write a description of. In 
maths, we are working on addition and subtraction to 20. We looked at how 

knowledge of number bonds within 10 can help solve addition of teen 
numbers and started doubling numbers. In Science, we grouped animals into 
reptiles, fish, mammals, birds and amphibians. We then learnt about what a 
carnivore is. In R.E, we read two stories from Luke’s Gospel; ‘Jesus calls the 

fishermen’ and ‘Jesus meets the children’. We thought about what these 
stories teach us about what Jesus was like. We finished the week with an 

exciting number day and a trip to the library.

Question: What is a carnivore?

Year 2

This week, we have continued to read Lizzie and the Birds in english and the children wrote 
some fantastic apology letters from the perspective of Buster for trying to eat the birds! 

We loved playing some Maths games and completing some exciting activities for Number 
Day! As well as this in Maths, we have completed our Money topic and we have been 

solving some worded problems including finding change and 2 step problems. 

In R.E, we have started our ‘Thanksgiving’ unit and we read Luke’s Gospel of The Last 
Supper and thought about its meaning in depth. 

We have started a Science investigation where we will be finding out whether plants grow 
healthier in the light or dark. We planted our seeds and put one on the windowsill and one 

in a cupboard; we will continue to observe their growth each week. 

In History, we used a timeline to order the key events of the Suffragettes. 

We ended the week with a beautiful Mass and the children were very well behaved. 

Question: What does The Last Supper teach us?
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Year 4

The children have worked very hard this week - only one more to go until the half-term break!

We are continuing with our story of Edward Tulane in English, and the children have been researching and discovering 
information around the ship, the RMS Queen Mary and using their research to then begin putting together their own 

non-chronological report. The children have really enjoyed learning about the context of our story and how it ties into the 
plot alongside the characters.

In Maths, we are heading towards the end of our unit on multiplication and division and the children have been using the 
column method to multiply and the bus stop method to divide numbers carefully. We also celebrated Number Day today in 

school and learnt about the Fibonacci and his number sequence!

In science and humanities, we are still learning about sound and The Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, and the children are 
really engaged with this and have created some great work so far!

In RE, we have been discussing the different roles within the Catholic Church and the difference between the Pope, a 
priest, a deacon and a bishop and the children have been able to order the roles correctly into a hierarchy.

In art, we have been sketching different objects as part of our still life unit and have been using gestural drawing to 
create interesting shapes using felt tip pens.

Question: What does hierarchy mean? 
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Year 5
We have  had a fantastic week in Year 5.

In English, we continued to develop our skills using colourful semantic sentence structures. The 
children have been creatively writing the opening of 'Monkey Symphony' from the perspective of 
the monkey.
During our Religion lessons, we delved into the concept of a diocese and took a closer look at the 
Salford Diocese. Following our discussions, the children designed their own unique coat of arms 
for out diocese, combining their creativity with their understanding of symbolic representation.
In Art, the pupils found inspiration in the work of Kittie Jones. We ventured into the forest to 
complete plein air sketches, followed by using charcoal, water, ink, and watercolours in the 
classroom to replicate their observations. They then created collages as new bases for their final 
artworks, incorporating digital photography and thoughtful composition into their creative 
processes.
In Science we have been investigating the properties of materials. The children have explored 
aspects such as hardness, transparency, and magnetism, allowing them to develop their 
observational skills and scientific reasoning.
Additionally, we were fortunate to have a guest teacher from Laurus Ryecroft, who introduced 
some intriguing, yet challenging, maths problems. The students rose to the occasion and tackled 
these problems with great enthusiasm.
Lastly, on Friday, the 5LS class visited Droylsden library and were brilliant representatives for the 
school.  

Question: What is an abundant number?

Year 6
Another busy week here in Year 6! In Maths, the children have been working hard to 
utilise their understanding of multiplication and division and applying this to decimal 
numbers. We have used the short division method and formal written methods for 
multiplication to multiply decimals by integers. This week, we have also celebrated 
‘Number Day’ whereby the children looked at cardioids and created some of their 

own using their knowledge and understanding of multiples. Well done Year 6!

In English, we have focused our learning this week on the application of dashes to 
separate two independent clauses. Following the death of Baba, the children 

imagined themselves in the role of Marinka and have planned, written and edited a 
Eulogy. Within this, we focused on applying our ideas in a respectful way, using 

fronted adverbials, parentheses and ambitious vocabulary. 

In RE, we have continued our learning on our ‘Sources’ unit and the children have 
created some fantastic double page spreads which highlight their learning on The Old 

Testament. A fantastic effort Year 6, well done!
Question: What is the Torah?


